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President's message:
I address my cordial greetings to all the permanent and observers’ members of the CJCA. The epidemiological
situation of the coronavirus (Covid
19) has led to several functional
changes in the life of human beings
in citizens' institutions. As human
beings, our Constitutional Courts
and Councils will not be exempt
from this reality.
Our communities have been shaken
every day by the loss of human life
and dire predictions of economic
disaster.
Seeing our silent courtrooms with
locked doors helps us, again, to become more aware of the abnormal period we are going through. Having
serious and confined institutions is very important, in a world agitated by tweet and messages on social
networks, conveying the idea of a collective history motivated, mainly, by fear and mistrust of those who have
destiny of all of us, at hand.
The daily events caused by the Covid 19 pandemic, pushed to urgent measures, can severely limit the
fundamental freedoms of citizens, creating, in fact, a situation comparable to that of a state of war.
But the fascination with extraordinary management of the current crisis, attributed not only to the population,
but also to our constitutions, cannot allow us to forget our task, that of defending the rights and guarantees
provided for in our systems. Our Constitutional Courts and Councils must always be with open arms for the
protection of citizens' rights.
…/…
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For that, the implication, the sharing, the harmony and the unity of all are necessary. True collaboration and
performance to achieve CIJA objectives must be continuous. For this reason, the use of telematic means as
instruments to carry out our activities is imperative. In this perspective, we will carry out the meeting of the
office, on February 18, by means of telematic mechanisms (online), from the Angolan capital.
We have followed several legal and constitutional events in the different states. It should be noted, the
constitutional revision in Guinea Bissau, the amendment of the organic law of the Constitutional Court of
Tunisia, as well as the victory of the South African Constitutional Court for domestic workers, among others ...
I take this opportunity to congratulate and welcome the new arrivals among us, the President of the Supreme
Court of Seychelles, Judge Govinden, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Mauritius, Mr. Asraf Caunhye
without forgetting Mr. BAGORIKUNDA Valentin, new President of the Constitutional Court of Burundi.
Our organization, like others, has seen its activity slow down, we can cite the actions that were scheduled for
2021, but which cannot take place, these are: the holding of the 6th Congress of the Conference of African
Constitutional Jurisdictions in Morocco, the scientific seminar of the CJCA planned in Mozambique as well as the
Meeting of African Women Judges to be held in Gabon, and other activities, which would in a way help solidify
and strengthen our organization.
Failure to carry out these activities should not be seen as a failure, but as an example of fighting and defending
the greater good. The good of life. The dignity of the human person, in a period of constitutional or exceptional
normality, constitutes the foundation on which current constitutions are based on the rights inherent in the
dignity of the human person. Life occupies, therefore, the first place.
The materialization of the constitution in our countries requires a choral commitment and a loyal collaboration
of all the institutions, including, the parliament, the government, the administrative bodies and the courts. This
cooperation is the key to deepening and resolving emerging events. The constitutions do not, in fact, envisage a
special right for exceptional periods, but offer the compass for navigating the high seas in times of crisis,
communication, cooperation between the institutions which, together, constitute the institutional project of
solidarity between citizens. I insist on the need for state institutions, to, together, find the mechanisms and
solutions in the fight against this invisible enemy.
I conclude by reiterating that, the solution which prospers, it seems still uncertain, the epidemiological crisis in
action contaminates the certainties which seemed, until today, stable; on the one hand, we are talking about
possible vaccines capable of eradicating this disease, on the other hand, a pessimism aimed at failure.
In a world of uncertainty and obscurity, constitutional courts must remain the light, for the defense of
fundamental rights, freedoms and guarantees.
Happy Holidays and a New Year full of prosperity.

Hon. Dr Manuel Miguel Da Costa Aragão
President of the Constitutional Tribunal of Angola
President of the Conference of Constitutional Jurisdictions of Africa - CJCA
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Know the CJCA
THE JURISDICTIONS MEMBERS OF CCJA
Constitutive Congress, Algiers on: 8 and 9 May 2011
A – Full Members
1) Constitutional Court of South Africa

(Adhesion on: November 7th, 2012)

2) Constitutional Council of Algeria
3) Constitutional Tribunal of Angola
4) Constitutional Court of Benin
5)Supreme Court of Botswana (adhesion on April 26th 2017 )
6) Constitutional Council of Burkina Faso
7) Constitutional Court of Burundi
8) Constitutional Court of Cameroon
9) Constitutional Tribunal Cape Verde
10) Constitutional Court Central Africa
11) Constitutional Court of the Union of Comoros (Adhesion on: April 6, 2015)
12) Constitutional Council of Cote d’Ivoire (Adhesion on: November28th, 2012)
13) Constitutional Court of Congo
14) Constitutional Council of Djibouti (Adhesion on: Avril 20th, 2015)
15) Supreme Constitutional Court of Egypt
16)Constitutional Council of Inquiry of Ethiopia (Adhesion on : March 15th, 2017)
17) Constitutional Court of Gabon
18) Supreme Court of Ghana
19) Supreme Court of Gambia
20) Constitutional Court of Guinea
21) Supreme Court of Justice of Guinea Bissau
22)Constitutional Court of Equatorial Guinea (adhesion on April 26th 2017)
23)Supreme Court of Kenya (adhesion on April 26th 2017)
24)Supreme Court of Libya (Membership on June 13, 2019
25) High Constitutional Court Madagascar (Adhesion on: February 27th, 2014)
26) Constitutional Court of Mali
27) Constitutional Council of Mauritania
28) Constitutional Court of Morocco (Membership on 3 December 2017)
29) Constitutional Council of Mozambique
…/…
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30) Supreme Court of Namibia
31) Constitutional Court of Niger
32) Constitutional Council of the SADR
33) Constitutional Court of the DRC
34) Supreme Court of Rwanda (adhesion on August 22th 2017)
35) Constitutional Tribunal of São Tomé and Principe
36) Constitutional Council of Senegal
37) Supreme Court of Seychelles (adhesion on April 26th 2017)
38) Supreme Court of Sierra Leon (adhesion on August 22th 2017)
39) Supreme Court of Somalia (Adhesion on 23 December 2018)
40) Constitutional Court of Sudan
41)Supreme Court of Swaziland (adhesion on April 26th 2017)
42) Supreme Court of Chad (Adhesion on: January 31th, 2012)
43) High Court of the Republic of Tanzania (Adhesion on: March 29, 2015)
44) Constitutional Court of Togo
45)Constitutional Court of Zambia (adhesion on April 26th 2017)
46)Supreme Court of Zimbabwe (adhesion on April 26th 2017)

B- Observer Members
01) Federal Supreme Court of Brazil (Adhesion on: July 16, 2014)
02)Constitutional Court of Turkey (Adhesion on: October 5, 2017)
03)Constitutional Court of Russia (Adhesion on: February 26, 2018)

“View from the headquarters of the CCJA, in Algiers”
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CJCA Activities
New Delhi: Online participation, 21st International Conference of Chief
Justices of the World
The CJCA participated in the 21st International
Conference of Chief Justices of the World (ICCJW)
held online, from New Delhi, November 6-9, 2020.
The theme of this 21st Conference organized by
the “City Montessori School”, Lucknow, is “Global
governance: a post-COVID 19 imperative”
The CJCA was represented by its Permanent
Secretary General, Mr Moussa LARABA (Algeria)
who made a speech on "the role of new
information and communication technologies, in the promotion of world citizenship"

Benin: Election of Mr Robert DOSSOU, at the Academy of Overseas Sciences
Maitre Robert DOSSOU, Honorary President of the
CJCA was elected associate member of the Academy
of Overseas Sciences in 2017 and installed on October
16, 2020 in Paris.
A ceremony attended by many guests was held in his
honour. On this occasion, Mr. Dossou gave an
installation speech on the theme: "Is colonial law still
relevant? "
It should be recalled that the person concerned was
the 1st President of the CJCA after its creation in 2011, he has also been its Honorary President since 2017.

Sénegal: Ceremony in tribute to Professor Ndiaw DIOUF
The African and Malagasy Council for Higher
Education, the Faculty of Legal and Political Sciences
of the Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar, the
Higher Regional School of Magistracy (OHADA) and
the Center for Research and Studies in Law and
Judicial Institutions in Africa organized on December
10, 2020, a ceremony in tribute to Professor Ndiaw
DIOUF, associate of the faculties of law, Professor of
exceptional class at the University Cheikh Anta Diop,
Vice-president of the Constitutional Council of Senegal
and Secretary General of the Conference of African
Constitutional Jurisdictions (CJCA) since 2019.
Read more : Actualité - OHADA / Sénégal / Cérémonie d'hommage et de remise des Mélanges en l'honneur
du Professeur Ndiaw DIOUF, le 10 décembre 2020 à Dakar
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News of Courts and Councils
Mauritius: New Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Asraf Caunhye is the new Chief Justice of Mauritius.
He succeeds Eddy Balancy, who has reached
retirement age of 67. The 65-year-old will assume his
duties until November 2021.
Asraf Caunhye completed his training at the Council
of Legal Education and the Middle Temple, London,
UK. From 1976 to 1982, he practiced in Mauritius as a
lawyer at the bar. He then held the positions of
District Magistrate and Chief District Magistrate from
1982 to 1986.

Read more: http://www.cjca-conf.org/fr/%ef%bb%bfmaurice-nouveau-juge-en-chef/

Guinea Bissau: Towards the creation of a Constitutional Court
The draft revision of the Constitution of Guinea-Bissau
provides for the creation of a Constitutional Court,
which will be composed of five judges, including two
members appointed by the President of the Republic,
two by the parliament and one by the Superior Council
of the judiciary.
The mandate of the judges of the Constitutional Court
will be 10 years, non-renewable.
The role of the Constitutional Court is currently
exercised by the Supreme Court of Justice.
According to the Constitution of Guinea-Bissau, revision proposals must be approved by a two-thirds majority of
the deputies who make up the National People's Assembly, i.e. 68 of the 102 deputies.

Tunisia: Amendment of the law establishing the Constitutional Court
The Tunisian Parliament approved the postponement of the consideration of two bills aimed at amending the
law establishing the Constitutional Court. The
establishment of the Court and the election of its
members have been continuously postponed since 2014.
The Constitutional Court has 12 members, 4 of whom
are elected by Parliament, 4 chosen by the Superior
Council of the Judiciary and 4 appointed by the President
of the Republic.
Both bills aim to reduce the quorum required for voting
in the election of members of the Constitutional Court from a two-thirds majority (145 votes) to a three-fifths
majority (131 votes).
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Algeria: Towards the replacement of the Council by a Constitutional Court
With the adoption of the new Constitution on
November 12, 2020, Algeria is moving towards the
replacement of the Constitutional Council by a
Constitutional Court. Indeed, the new Constitution
provides that the Constitutional Court is an
independent institution responsible for ensuring
compliance with the Constitution. It is the
regulatory body for the functioning of institutions
and the activity of public authorities. The
Constitutional Court is composed of twelve (12)
members: - four (4) appointed by the President of
the Republic including the President of the Court; - one (1) elected by the Supreme Court from among its
members, and one (1) elected by the Council of State from among its members; - six (6) elected by universal
suffrage from among professors of constitutional law.
In addition to ruling on the constitutionality of organic laws, treaties, laws and regulations, the future
Constitutional Court will also have to rule on the constitutionality of ordinances and regulations. For this
purpose, it can be seized within one month of the date of their publication.
The Court will also be responsible for monitoring the conformity of the rules of procedure of the two chambers
of parliament, in order to guarantee the balance of powers in such a way that none of the three branches can
modify them; and so as to prevent the legislative power from using the texts it issued or its internal regulations
to usurp the powers of the legal and executive powers.
In addition, the Constitutional Court will have the competence to resolve disputes that may arise between the
constitutional powers in order to anticipate any risk of political crisis resulting from the paralysis of one of the
three branches of power.
It is in the same context that the possibility of seizing the Constitutional Court by the competent bodies for the
interpretation of one or more constitutional provisions comes into play, which is able to maintain stability and
spare the country. many crises that can result from any confusion or misinterpretation.

Seychelles: New President of the Supreme Court
The President of the Republic, Mr. Wavel Ramkalawan, appointed, on November 9, 2020, Justice Govinden
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Seychelles
under Article 127 of the Constitution following
recommendations made by the Constitutional
Appointments Authority (CAA). During the
ceremony, Judge Govinden took two oaths; the
oath of allegiance and the judicial oath.
The new chief justice, replaces Ms. Mathilda
Twomey, who preferred to retire after having
served a five-year term.
As a reminder, the Supreme Court of Seychelles
has been a member of the CJCA since 2012.

Read more: http://www.cjca-conf.org/fr/seychelles-nouveau-president-de-la-cour-supreme/
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Zimbabwe: Constitutional Court and Supreme Court officially separated
The Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court no
longer operate under the same roof and are no longer
chaired by the same judges following the historic
separation of the two courts in accordance with the
country's Constitution.
Article 166 of the 2013 Constitution, which created the
Constitutional Court and determined its composition.
Had provided for the effective separation of the Supreme
Court at the expiration of a period of 7 years, this period
has expired.
The Constitutional Court will be composed of the Chief Justice, the Deputy Chief Justice and five other judges.
The separation of the Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court has been hailed as progressive and as a sign
of maintaining constitutionalism

Malawi: Constitutional Court wins prestigious award
A prestigious international prize was awarded, on October
22, 2020, to the Constitutional Court of Malawi which
annulled the presidential elections for fraud.
London-based think tank Chatham House praised the
judges for showing bravery and independence in
overturning the re-election of incumbent President Peter
Mutharika in a landmark decision that will go into the
annals of elections in Africa.
The Chatham House Prize is awarded annually for "the most significant contribution to the improvement of
international relations".

Niger: Former President of the Constitutional Court dies
The former president of the Constitutional Court of
Niger, Ms. Abdoulaye Diori Kadidiatou Ly, died on
Saturday December 12, 2020 following an illness.
During her life, she was Representative of the
President of the Republic, then she was elected
President of the Constitutional Court from 2013 to
2018.
The daughter-in-law of the first President of the
Republic of Niger, Diori Hamani, Mme abdoulaye
was born in 1952 in Niamey. She first worked as a midwife, before deciding to continue her studies by attending
an evening school which enabled her to acquire a baccalaureate. Then she studied at Abdou Moumouni
University in Niamey, before obtaining a doctorate in public law from Paris-Saclay University in 2005.
His thesis is on “government and parliamentary work in Niger”. She was also involved in women's rights
organizations.
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Gambia: Rejection of the new draft Constitution
Gambian parliamentarians rejected on September 20,
2020, a draft constitution to replace the 1997
constitution of ousted President Yahia Jammeh.
For the bill to be adopted, it must obtain two-thirds of
the majority of the National Assembly.
Some members are concerned that the constitution
will ensure that outgoing President Adama Barrow
has the opportunity to run for president for two new
terms of 5 years each.

Algeria: Proclamation of the results of the referendum on the Constitution
The final results of the referendum amending the Constitution were proclaimed by the Constitutional Council on
November 12, 2020.
The national participation rate reached: 23.84%.
This draft amendment was approved by 66.80%
of the votes cast in the referendum, while
33.20% voted "No"
Listen to the Proclamation:
http://www.conseilconstitutionnel.dz/index.php/fr/
“The President of the Constitutional Council, Mr Kamel FENICHE”

Botswana: Submission of draft constitutional amendment for debate
In July 2020, the government of Botswana published
in the Official Gazette a proposed constitutional
amendment to prohibit parliamentarians and local
authorities from changing parties. The proposal,
which has a long history, emerged against a
background in which President Mukguetsi Masisi has
pledged to implement a comprehensive
constitutional reform process to revise the country's
1966 constitution adopted at independence, raising
questions on the fate of this process.
The reform project has been well received as it provides an opportunity to refine and modernize the country's
independence constitution. Botswana is one of the few countries in Africa to have had only one constitution
throughout its history.
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Liberia: "Yes" to the new Constitution
Liberians have said "yes" to President George Weah's
amendments aimed at reducing the head of state's
tenure and allowing dual citizenship, according to the
results announced.
Adopted in 1986, the Constitution was suspended
several times during the country's civil wars (1989 2003) to make way for extra-constitutional transitional
governments formed during peace conferences. The
proposals for a new Constitution during the last
transitional government (2003 - 2005) were not well
received by the warring and political factions and the international organizations which facilitated the peace
process.

Electoral developments
Burkina Faso: The Constitutional Council announces the results
The election for the appointment of the President of
Burkina Faso took place on November 22, 2020. Legislative
elections were held at the same time as the first round.
The Constitutional Council of Burkina has proclaimed the
following results.
President Roch Kaboré was re-elected in the first round
with 1,654,982 votes or 57.87%, against twelve other
candidates.
In addition to winning the presidential election, the ruling party won 56 deputies out of the 127 in the Burkinabè
parliament.

Guinea: Constitutional Court proclaims Alpha Condé President
The Constitutional Court of Guinea validated on November 7,
2020, the election of outgoing President Alpha Condé to a
third consecutive term at the age of 82, in the poll on October
18.
The Constitutional Court rejected the appeals of Alpha
Condé's main challenger, Cellou Dalein Diallo, and three
others of the twelve presidential candidates.
The Court judges the appeals to be "ill-founded", declares the
ballot to be "regular" and affirms that Alpha Condé "won
2,438,815 votes, or 59.50%, greater than the absolute majority", announced its president Mohamed Lamine
Bangoura in solemn audience
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Cote d'Ivoire: The Constitutional Council announces the results of the
presidential election
The Constitutional Council validated, November 9, the reelection of outgoing president, Alassane Ouattara, 78, for
a third term at the head of the Ivory Coast. "He is
proclaimed elected in the first round [with 94.27% of the
vote]".
Elected in 2010, re-elected in 2015, Alassane Ouattara
announced in March that he was stepping down from a
new candidacy, before changing his mind in August,
following the death of his designated dolphin, Prime
Minister Amadou Gon Coulibaly. The Ivorian fundamental law provides for a maximum of two terms, but the
Constitutional Council estimated that with the new Constitution adopted in 2016, the presidential term counter
had been reset to zero.

Niger: Presidential and legislative elections
The election for the appointment of the President of
the Republic of Niger took place on December 27,
2020 with a possible second round on February 20,
2021. Legislative elections take place at the same
time as the first round.
President Mahamadou Issoufou is not a candidate
for re-election, the Constitution limiting the number
of presidential terms to two.
The President of the Republic of Niger is elected by a
two-round first past the post for a five-year term renewable once. The candidate having obtained the absolute
majority of the votes cast in the first round is elected. Failing that, a second round is organized three weeks later
between the two candidates who came out on top in the first, and the one receiving the most votes is declared
elected.

"Photo of the 5th Congress of the CJCA, held in Luanda from June 10 to 13, 2019"

Newsletter of CJCA

11

Issue: 03/2020

Jurisprudence of the Courts and Councils
Kenya: Need to respect female representation in Parliament
Kenya's Chief Justice, David Maraga, advised the
president to dissolve the country's male-dominated
parliament, saying lawmakers had flouted a
constitutional provision that would allow one-third of
seats to be filled by women.
Although Kenya's 2010 constitution provides that twothirds of elected or appointed bodies cannot be of the
same sex, women hold 22% of seats in the lower house
of the country's parliament and 31% in the upper house.
The percentage of women in Kenya’s parliament is lower than that of East African neighbours such as Ethiopia,
South Sudan, Burundi and Rwanda, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

Benin: African Court orders annulment of constitutional revision
The revision of the Constitution of Benin made in
November 2019 is rejected by the African Court on
Human and Peoples' Rights (ACHPR) based in
Arusha, Tanzania.
In a petition to the court, a Beninese citizen
attacked the constitutional review process and
demanded an annulment. "The Applicant asked the
Court to find that the relevant human rights
instruments have been violated….
It should be noted that Benin withdrew at the end
of April 2020, from the additional protocol allowing individuals to seize the African Court on Human and
Peoples' Rights.
Read the Decision: https://www.linvestigateur.info/Benin-voici-l-integralite-de-la-decision-de-la-cadhpordonnant-l-abrogation-de

South Africa: Constitutional Court victory for domestic workers
After 26 years of democratic rule, domestic workers
employed in private homes are finally covered by the
provisions of the law on compensation for occupational
injuries and diseases, and damages can be claimed for
industrial accidents, illnesses and death.
The decision of the Constitutional Court of November 19,
2020, declaring the provisions of the law unconstitutional,
held that the ordinance will apply retroactively to April 27,
1994, thus allowing previously injured domestic workers as
well as their families and persons to charge of filing complaints.
Read the Decision: Judgment CCT 306-19 Sylvia Bongi Mahlangu and Another v Minister.pdf
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Cote d'Ivoire: The challenge of the decisions of the Constitutional Council is a
violation of the Constitution
Commenting on the challenges raised by the decisions of the Council during the 2020 electoral process, the
President of the Constitutional Council, Koné Mamadou,
affirmed, December 14, 2020 that “the challenge of its
decisions is a violation of the Constitution”.
In a statement made during the investiture ceremony of the
President of the Republic, Alassane Ouattara, to "wash away
the scorned honour" of the members of the Constitutional
Council, Koné Mamadou recalled that the decisions of each of
the seven members of the Constitutional Council are in
"harmony with their conscience".
For Mr. Koné, refusing to submit to the decisions of the Constitutional Council is a violation of the Constitution
in its articles 137 and 138. He considered that the acceptance of the decisions of this jurisdiction is not an
option but a civic duty for every Ivorian.

Turkey: No marriage if the divorce is not notified to the former wife
The Constitutional Court of Turkey ruled, in a decision issued on October 21, 2020, that there is a violation of
the right to marry due to the failure to notify the divorce judgment
to the spouse abroad.
Read more : https://www.anayasa.gov.tr/en/news/individualapplication/press-release-concerning-the-judgment-finding-aviolation-of-the-right-to-marry-due-to-the-failure-to-notify-thedivorce-decree-to-the-spouse-abroad/
It should be remembered that the Constitutional Court of Turkey is
a member of the CJCA with the status of "Observer"

“Photos of the CJCA Presidents, since its creation in 2011”
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Algeria: Participation in the plenary session of the "European Commission for
Democracy through Law"
The President of the Constitutional Council, Mr Kamel FENICHE, participated in the work of the 125th plenary
session of the European Commission for Law through Democracy (Venice Commission), which was held by
videoconference on December 11 and 12, 2020 in from
Venice.
The President of the Constitutional Council commented
on:
- The draft law on the transparency of organizations
receiving aid from abroad, presented by Hungary;
- The draft code of administrative procedures, presented
by Kazakhstan.
Mr. Kamel FENICHE, also spoke on "Access to constitutional justice, a priori and a posteriori control: Algerian
example".
It should be noted that Algeria has been a member of the Venice Commission in respect of member states since
2004.

Senegal: Organization of an international conference in Dakar
The Constitutional Council of Senegal organized an international colloquium in Dakar
December 7 and 8, 2020 around the theme: "The
Constitutional Council: knowing your past to
understand your present and prepare for your
future".
The goal is to '' take stock of this institution whose
mission is to guarantee the primacy of the
Constitution and protect fundamental freedoms,
by targeting its past and its present, but also to
project itself into the future by studying its
perspectives ''.
Note that the Constitutional Council of Senegal was created by the judicial reform that took place on May 30,
1992.

"Photo of the seat of the Constitutional Council of Algeria”
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Algeria: International Seminar on "The Constitution at the service of the
citizen ..."
This seminar was organized on September 5
and 6, 20220, around the theme "The
Constitution at the service of the citizen: the
main axes of the constitutional revision of
2020"
Algerian professors of constitutional law took
part in this Seminar, as well as professor
Dominique Rousseau who presented a
communication by "Visio conference" on the
theme "The separation of powers and the
semi-presidential regime"
The seminar was organized under the high
patronage of the President of the Republic Abdelmadjid Tebboune and in collaboration with the United
Nations Development Program.

Senegal: Seminar on the exception of unconstitutionality
The Constitutional Council organized a seminar on the
"exception of unconstitutionality" in partnership with the
bar, the Courts of Appeal and the Supreme Court. This
seminar which brought together for two days, on December 3
and 4, 2020, academics, lawyers, magistrates of the courts
and tribunals was the occasion:
- take stock of the exception of unconstitutionality in Senegal
by examining the role of the Supreme Court and the Court of
Appeal in the face of the exception of unconstitutionality;
- to analyze the decisions of the Constitutional Council in matters of exception of unconstitutionality in order to
show that the Institution participates in the constitutionalizing of the other branches of law.

Benin: Creation of the “Maurice Ahanhanzo Glèlè” thesis prize
The thesis prize, known as the "Maurice Ahanhanzo Glèlè Prize", is intended to reward doctors of law, whose
thesis work mainly concerns a subject of interest for Benin’s
constitutional justice.
By instituting a thesis prize entitled “Maurice Ahanhanzo
Glèlè”, the Constitutional Court intends to pay deserved
homage to a man whose merits and competence are not in
dispute. Professor Maurice Ahanhanzo Glèlè was in fact the
main inspiration behind the Constitution of December 11,
1990. Moreover, many refer to him as the father of the
Beninese Constitution, it is also he who insisted on the need to
create a separate Constitutional Court and to isolate it from the organizational chart of the Supreme Court.
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Angola: Launch of the book “Commentary on the African Charter…”
On December 10, 2020, the book “Commentary on the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights” was
presented in Maputo, at the initiative of the former
judge of the European Court of Human Rights,
professor at the Catholic University of Lisbon, Doctor
Paulo Sérgio Pinto de Albuquerque.
The work, composed of 76 texts and written by 67
authors of different nationalities, including Angola,
Cape Verde, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau, Equatorial
Guinea and São Tomé and Príncipe, was supported by
the University Catholic Lisbon and sponsored by
institutions and individuals, both public and private.
“Hon. Dr. Arago, President of the CJCA with the Commissioner of the African Union”
If there are already works of this nature "Commentary on the African Charter" produced by non-African jurists
in the English and French versions, this work is presented as the first African work, produced by Africans for
Africans.
Due to its breadth and the richness of its content, the work presents itself as a great contribution for judges and
legal operators in the reading and interpretation of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights. Each
author presented a text on the articles of the letter and additional protocols, considering the jurisprudence of
the African Court of Human Rights, as well as the jurisprudence of the supreme and constitutional courts of
Portuguese-speaking African countries (PALOP).
The book launch ceremony coincided with the celebration of World Human Rights Day and was chaired by the
Honorable President of the Republic of Mozambique, Filipe Jacinto Nyusi, as the host. It was followed online,
thanks to a previously recorded message from the Presidents of the Republic of Portugal, Cape Verde and
Mozambique.

Senegal: Launch of the “Constitutional Council Thesis Prize”
Created by decree n ° 06- / 2019 of 23 October 2019 to encourage and support university research in matters
falling within the competence of the Constitutional Council, the
Thesis Prize of the Constitutional Council rewards work whose
scientific qualities are recognized by a jury created for this
purpose. Following the call for applications launched since
2019, applications are submitted and a jury formed by Order
No. 3-2020 setting the composition of the thesis prize jury and
appointing the rapporteurs and support staff for the 2019-2020
edition.

Read the Decision: http://conseilconstitutionnel.sn/
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Futures activities
Angola: 13th session of the Executive Board of the CJCA held, online
Pursuant to the Statute, the 13th session of the CJCA
Executive Board will be held online from Luanda, Angola
on February 18, 2021.
This session will be devoted, among other things, to the
review and adoption of the activity report, the closure of
the 2020 fiscal year and the adoption of the estimated
budget for 2021.
The Constitutional Court of Angola has been chairing the
CJCA since June 2019.
“Hon. Manuel Aragao, President of CJCA”

Gabon: Postponement of the “1st Meeting of African Women Judges”
Given the current health situation and the constraints it
entails in terms of the fight against the covid 19
pandemic, the CJCA and the Constitutional Court of
Gabon have decided to postpone the holding of this
"Meeting" until see you again. The 1st “Meeting of
Women Chief Justices and African Judges” should take
place on March 8 and 9, 2021 in Libreville.
This meeting, the first of its kind at the African level, was
to coincide with the celebration of March 8, World
Women's Day.
“Seat of the Constitutional Court of Gabon”

“Rabat - Morocco, location of the 6th Congress of the CJCA in 2021”
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